31 DECEMBER 1758                                          339
sortment, we have directed the gentlemen at Patna to send us musters of their
baftaes and to inform us of the lowest prices they can procure them for. If
we find they turn out anything reasonable we purpose to continue sending
home the usual quantity till we receive your further orders on that head.
63.    Those  factorys  have been  supplied  in  money and bills  with the
following sums annexed to their respective names for the provision of their
investments and other uses viz.,
Patna with rupees current                                      2,12,432-14
Dacca with rupees current                                     4,67,050- 0
Luckypore with rupees current                                 32,775- 0
Ballasore with rupees current                                    75,330- 0
and  100 gold mohurs.
Fourthly, of the trade of India and transactions with the
Country Government, and Europeans settled in India
64.    Your Honours were informed last season by the Select Committee
of the march of our army to the northward with the Nabob and his forces
in order to secure the province of Bahar, and prevent any inroads from the
neighbouring princes.   It remains for us to acquaint you of the success of
that expedition which produced all the good consequences we could wish for,
as it reconciled Ramnarain, the Patna Subah, and Jaffeir Ally Cawn, secured
him  in  the  Nabob's  interest,  quieted  the  disturbances  in  Poorneah,  and
deterred the Nabob of Oude from attempting any thing against the peace
and tranquillity of this kingdom,
65.    As soon as ever the mutual jealousies subsisting between the Nabob
and Ramnarain were happily accommodated by the Colonel's influence and
mediation and the government of Patna confirmed on Ramnarain, the army
returned from thence and were quartered at Sydavad, where part of our troops
still remain.
66.    While the army was in the neighbourhood of Patna Mr. Amyatt and
his Council requested Colonel Clive would apply to the Nabob to grant the
Company an exclusive perwannah for the purchase of petre on the same terms
as Coja Wazeed had enjoyed it for some years past, which perwannah Colonel
Clive obtained of the Nabob with great difficulty, as he imagined it would be
perpetually the grant if given in the Company's name, and we have reason
to believe that nothing but his fear of the English and the assistance h6 might
have occasion to demand of us  (in case of any exigency) induced him to
comply with our petition for that grant.   The Company are to pay annually
to the Nabob  15,000  Rs.  and to  Ramnarain   10,000 Rs. for this   exclusive
privilege and are to supply the Nabob with 20,000 maunds of petre on the
same terms as we buy it for.
67.    The advantages of having this exclusive privilege in our hands are
so many and so apparent, that we think it would be needless to say a great
deal upon that head.   We shall however beg leave to point out two or three
that appear to us of the utmost importance.   First, the Company by virtue
of this perwannah will always be secure of a sufficient quantity of petre at a
very moderate price for their homeward bound shipping and the uses of their
other Presidencys.   Next, it will prevent the French from being supplied with